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2003 RENEWABLE ENERGY FELLOWS ANNOUNCED

The YES Campaign is delighted to announce the five winners of the YES Renewable Energy Fellowships 2003. The Fellowships, being offered as part of a Global Environment Facility/World Bank grant, are designed to provide technical assistance and seed funding for promising small enterprises in the renewable energy sector. Global Youth Action Network partnered with the YES Campaign in the application process.

After an intense application process beginning in February, 2003, thirty five applications from twenty three countries were considered by the International Youth Leaders for Employment (IYLE), a select group of youth leaders who advise the YES Campaign. Each application required the support of an institution with expertise in a renewable energy-related field and the endorsement of the YES Country Network.

The winners are:

(1) Michelle Chawla, India

This application proposes to supply tribal village households and indigenous fisher-folk with solar lanterns and solar cookers, and to supply solar fruit dryers to the local orchard industry in Maharashtra State.

(2) Emmanuel Korbla Edudzie,  Ghana

This application intends to install micro-hydro power generating equipment in mountainous off-grid areas, and to train local youth in their operation.

(3) Levan Kobakhidze, Georgia

This application plans to sell portable photovoltaic (solar) panels to small businesses alongside a public awareness campaign about climate change and alternatives sources of energy.

(4) Jane Tawina Kopa, Malawi

This application plans to introduce wind powered technology to power a well pump to provide water for a community vegetable farm. Alongside will be a training program for rural youth in how to utilize alternative energy sources in other rural activities, and management skills to operate a commercial vegetable garden.

(5) Ursula Carrascal Vizarreta, Peru

This application foresees application of biomass gas power generation in semi-urban areas, and to introduce solar kitchens into areas of Peru with year-round radiation.

The five Renewable Energy Fellows will now undergo a period of training and mentoring, managed by Nugzar Meladze, YES Renewable Energy coordinator, with an institution in their country. The result of this training will be five renewable energy business plans to implement renewable energy enterprises. The five business plans will be presented at the YES Regional Forum, to be held in Hyderabad, India, December 14-18, 2003, and published on the YES and Global Youth Service Day websites.

To read more about the YES Renewable Energy Fellowships, go to,

www.youthemploymentsummit.org/projects/renewable.html

To read more about the five individuals named above please visit the YES Global Alliance database.

www.youthemploymentsummit.org/alliance/members.html

To read about the IYLE selection committee, please visit the YES website,

www.youthemploymentsummit.org/about/committee.html

Please visit the Global Environment Facility website,

www.gefweb.org

Please visit the Global Youth Action Network website,

www.youthlink.org
For further inquiries about the YES Renewable Energy Fellowships, write to:

Mr Nugzar Meladze

YES Renewable Energy Manager

Email. nugzar@yesweb.org

YES would like to thank the Global Environment Facility, the World Bank,  the International Youth Leaders for Employment, and Global Youth Action Network for their partnership and support for the YES Renewable Energy Fellowships 2003.
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